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A page from the Geneva Bible 


The Incomparable Treasure 


HE framed poem and prayer that appear on the 
cover page of this issue bear eloquent testimony 


to the deep piety and high regard for the Bible 


of sixteenth-century Christians in Britain. 

The prayer and poem first appeared in a large 
folio edition of the Geneva Bible published in 
London in 1579 and found in most of the later 
editions of the Geneva Bible. ‘This is the transla- 
tion of the Bible first printed in Geneva in 1560, 
prepared by a group of English scholars who had 
sought refuge from religious persecution in Geneva 
during the reign of Queen Mary. It was finished 
just as Elizabeth became queen of England, and 
was the best translation of the Bible that had ap- 
peared in English so far. It soon became the home 
Bible of the English people. Some 150 editions 
were printed from 1560 to 1644, by which time it 
had been replaced by the King James Version, first 
printed in 1611. This is the Bible that John 
Bunyan and William Shakespeare used. It is also 
known as the Breeches Bible because of its trans- 
lation of Genesis 3: 7, “Made themselves breeches” 
although the same wording had been used by 
Wycliffe. Copies of the Geneva Bible are fairly 
common and may often be found in library col- 
lections of early Bibles. 

As here reproduced the poem and prayer appear 
on the reverse side of the title page of a Geneva 
Bible printed in 1611 and brought from Ireland in 
1760 by Philip Embury. It is now the property of 
the Old John Street Methodist Church, erected on 
the site of the first meeting place of Methodists in 
America. 
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Nashville: 


The Bible in Europe 


In Germany Bible printing has been stopped about 
two years. The German churches are now cir- 
culating mimeographed or stenciled Scripture 
passages. 


AMERICAN CHAPLAINS in Italy and Sicily are begin- 
ning to request Scriptures for the civilian popu- 
lation. 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE Society has received a request 
from the Bible Society,of France for 5,000 Bibles. 


ALL Over Europe the lack of Scriptures will prob- 
ably run to millions of copies. As a beginning 
the American Bible Society is printing thousands 
of copies of Scriptures in Switzerland and the 
American and British Societies together are print- 
ing Scriptures in Sweden. 


Rev. Dr. Henry H. Meyer is writing a series of 
articles on Early English Bibles, the first of which 
appears in this Number of the REcorp. 


Glad Tidings from Russia 


OR several months news has been filtering 

through from Russia indicating that important 
changes have been taking place in the attitude of 
the government toward the church and the publi- 
cation of Christian literature. 

For more than a year a Soviet Council on Greek 
Orthodox Church Affairs has been at work in the 
interest of the rehabilitation of religious organiza- 
tions and services, in harmony with the basic prin- 
ciple of separation of church and state. Not only 
has the Greek Orthodox Church been recognized 
and its historical character and organization revised, 
but freedom of worship has also been extended to 
other churches and religious groups. 

The Russian Greek Orthodox Church has never 
had Sunday Schools or young people’s organizations, 
but children and young people may now be as- 
sembled for religious instruction by clergymen or 
parents; as in America, however, no religious teach- 
ing may be given in the schools. 

Within the necessary limits imposed by paper 
rationing, permission has been given for the print- 
ing of ‘Testaments, prayer books and_ liturgical 
books needed in connection with the regular church 
services. ‘This information comes in news dispatches 
reporting interviews with Soviet Government of- 
ficials who supervise church affairs in behalf of the 
Soviet Government. 
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Early English Scriptures 


by Henry H. Meyer 


Britain during the crucial first four Christian 

centuries was part of the Roman Empire. 
‘The first two centuries were a time of relative peace, 
except for the struggles between rival aspirants for 
the Roman crown. The message of the Christian 
Gospel spread rapidly within and beyond the wide- 
flung boundaries of the empire. 

Roman roads made travel convenient and expedi- 
tious for messengers of the Gospel as well as for 
soldiers and tradesmen. Roman law and Roman 
legions made travel to and from distant provinces 
safe. Some of the legionaries who served in Britain, 
some even of high rank, were “believers.”’ St. Alban, 
one of the earliest Christian martyrs in Britain, 
had served for twelve years as a Roman soldier. 
Constantine the Great, who was proclaimed emperor 
by his troops on assuming command in Britain 
(g06 A.D.), had a Christian mother; and later at 
Rome accepted Christianity, made it the state re- 
ligion of the empire and convened the Church 
council at Nice (Nicaea, 325 A.D.) at which the 
content of the New Testament with the 26 books as 
we have them today was finally determined. 

It was natural, therefore, that the first knowledge 
of the Bible should have come to the native people 
of Britain, as it did, by word of mouth in story form 
and through translations from Latin texts in the 
possession of missionaries and bishops who founded 
the early churches and monasteries, or through 
those who studied at these centers of Christian fel- 
lowship, worship and instruction. As early as 314 
A.D. three bishops represented England in the first 
general council of the Western Church at Arles in 
southeastern France. ‘The English Church at that 
early date was recognized as an integral part of the 
universal Christian Church. 

Due to increasing disorders in other parts of the 
empire the Roman legionaries were withdrawn from 
Britain in the year 410 A.D. During the next cen- 
tury the country was overrun and finally conquered 
by the Angles, Saxons and Jutes from the Jutland 


CU) Biisin daring came early to Britain, for 
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peninsula and the northern coast of Saxon Gaul. 

There followed the necessity of translating the 
Bible into the vernacular Anglo-Saxon. This in 
time led naturally to the appearance of translations 
and paraphrases of Bible portions in the dialects 
of the people. The first of such vernacular writings 
was a paraphrase of the Creation story from Genesis. 


Czdmon’s Hymn of Creation— 
a Paraphrase of the Genesis Story 


Czdmon was the earliest English Christian poet. 
He lived and sang in the second half of the seventh 
century. He was probably a convert at the monas- 
tery of Whitby, on the northeastern shore of Eng- 
land, being first a lay brother and afterwards a 
monk. On a night of festivities at the monastery, 
including impromptu ballads sung to the accom- 
paniment of the harp, Cadmon, noting that his 
turn was approaching, slipped away to the stable to 
stand watch over the animals and property of the 
guests attending the feast. He could not sing, but 
when he had composed himself for rest, it suddenly 
seemed to him that “a heavenly glory lighted up the 
stable, and in the midst of the glory One appeared 
who had been cradled in a manger six hundred 
years before.” 

“Sing a song to me, Cadmon,” He said. 

But Cedmon answered, “I cannot sing, that is the 
reason I left the feast.” 

“Yet you shall sing,” the radiant visitor said. 

“What shall I sing?” 

“Sing the beginning of created things.” 

As Czedmon listened he felt divinely inspired, 
although the vision disappeared. 

In the morning the monks’ apprentice went forth 
to obey the command that had come to him and 
became a mighty poet and composer of hymns. 

A half century later, the Venerable Bede, to whom 
the world is indebted for recording the story, wrote 
of Ceadmon whom he may have known: “No 
one could ever compare with him, for he learnt 
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the art of singing, not from man, but from God.” 

Czdmon’s first hymn was a paraphrase of the 
Genesis creation story, followed shortly by a para- 
phrase of the whole of Genesis, and later of many 
portions of the Old and New Testaments. Encour- 
aged by the Abbess Hilda and by appreciative 
friends he continued to sing his Bible paraphrases 
for all who would lend ear to his message. ‘This was 
his appointed way of 
teaching the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

The hymn of creation, & 
printed herewith, is typi- “ht, 
cal of his biblical para- 
phrases. 

Praise we the Lord 

Of the heavenly kingdom, 

God’s power and wisdom, 

The works of His hand; 

As the Father of glory, 

Eternal Lord, 

Wrought the beginning 

Of all His wonders! 

Holy Creator! 

Warden of men! 

First, for a roof, 

O’er the children of earth, 

He stablished the heavens, 

And founded the world, 

And spread the dry land 

For the living to dwell in. 

Lord Everlasting! 

Almighty God! 


Anglo-Saxon Psalters 


Throughout the history 
of the Christian Church 
devout worshipers have 
prized the Christian 
psalter, that is, a booklet 
of selected Psalms for use 
at public service and pri- 
vate devotions. 

The earliest of such 
books in English were 
three Anglo-Saxon psalters of the ninth century. 
All three are Latin manuscripts in which the 
vernacular Anglo-Saxon translation has been written 
between the lines of the original text. One of these, 
three centuries earlier than the other two, is of 
supreme interest, since this earliest psalter was the 
gift of Gregory the Great to the founder of the 
Church in Southern England, St. Augustine, mis- 
sionary and first Archbishop at Canterbury, where 
this priceless manuscript can still be seen. 


The Lindisfarne Gospels 


In the first quarter of the eighth century there was 
produced in the monastery of Lindisfarne on the 
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The Venerable Bede dictating the last words of his 
translation of the Bible 


northeastern coast of England a Latin manuscript 
of the four Gospels known as the Lindisfarne Gos- 
pels. Decorated with illuminations of a delicate 
and beautiful character, and adorned with gold 
and precious stones, this ancient manuscript of the 
Gospel records is one of the great treasures of English 
civilization. It is preserved in the British Museum 
where it may still be seen. 


The Venerable Bede, 
the First Great English 
Scholar 


Students of early Eng- 
lish literature and those 
familiar with English 
church history agree that 
in the writings of the 
Venerable Bede (or Beda) 
of the late seventh and 
early eighth centuries 
(676-735) are to be found 
both the beginnings of 
classic English literature 
and the earliest source 
records of the ecclesiasti- 
cal history of England. 

At the age of seven the 
boy was entrusted to the 
care of the abbot of a 
nearby monastery, that of 
Jarrow and Wearmouth, 
to be educated. There 
began a life habit of 
study and service spent al- 
most entirely within the 
monastery enclosure, but 
fruitful beyond measure 
in the attainment of the 
saintliness and erudition 
that have endeared him 
and the memory of his 
achievements to the Eng- 
lish people for more than 
twelve centuries. 

Bede wrote on many subjects, including science, 
literature, history, government and religion. He 
made his greatest contribution to Christian civili- 
zation through his “Ecclesiastical History” of Eng- 
land. His commentaries and translations of por- 
tions of the Bible into Anglo-Saxon are noteworthy. 

The accompanying picture shows him occupied 
on the last day of his life in translating the closing 
sentences of the Gospel of John. Many of his vo- 
luminous writings, including his “Ecclesiastical 
History,” were in Latin. These were translated 
into Anglo-Saxon by illustrious successors, among 
whom King Alfred the Great, a century later, was 
the most distinguished. 
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Alfred the Great, 
Warrior-Statesman and Christian Educator 


Alfred the Great, king of Wessex (871-go0), has 
been appropriately called the “founder of the Anglo- 
Saxon race.” He succeeded to the throne of his 
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King Alfred 


West-Saxon kingdom when the destructive inva- 
sions of the Danish viking marauders were at their 
height. A valiant soldier, he repelled the inva- 
sion of his own kingdom, reversed the tide of 
battle and achieved a period of peace which he 
employed wisely in preparation for greater under- 
takings on behalf of the security and the material 
and spiritual advance of his people. After the 
renewal of hostilities (876) his aggressive counter 
campaigns precipitated a decisive battle resulting 
in the final defeat of the invaders, many of whom, 
including the Danish king, Guthrum, thereupon 
accepted Christianity and settled permanently in 
the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. These results brought 
about a greater measure of cooperation among the 
kingdoms into which Britain had been at first 
divided and paved the way for the final unifica- 
tion of England under Alfred’s successors. 

With lasting peace assured Alfred vigorously 
addressed himself to projects of constructive re- 
forms in state and Church. His strong religious 
convictions caused him to make the Ten Com- 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


-mandments, in his own translation into Anglo- 
Saxon, the first section of a revised legal code for his 
kingdom. He then translated and published—‘‘so 
that his people might compare his new laws with the 
laws of God’’—certain chapters of the Mosaic Law. 
To these chapters he added a passage from Acts of 
the Apostles concerning what constitutes acceptable 
conduct on the part of Christians. Finally Alfred 
added the precept from Matthew's Gospel, “What- 
soever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so to them.” 

For the further instruction of the people the 
scholarly King translated certain Latin books into 
the vernacular of his subjects. Among these books 
were: 


Pastoral Care, by Gregory the Great 

Consolations of Philosophy, by Boéthius 

History of the World, by Orosius 

Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation, by 
the Venerable Bede 


He was also instrumental in inaugurating the 
publication of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, a most 
important connected history of Anglo-Saxon Eng- 
land. 

To assist him in his scholarly undertakings and 
his religious education of the people, Alfred in- 
vited to his court as advisers and teachers distin- 
guished Christian scholars from other lands. 

An illustration of the Bible text as printed in 
King Alfred’s time compared with the early English 
text of three centuries later accompanies this article. 
We also reproduce a picture “popularly considered 
to be that of this famous Christian King who loved 
and served God and his fellow men in far-off Eng- 
land a thousand years ago.” 


Here is the Lord’s Prayer of King Alfred’s 


time, and side by side with it the Lord’s Prayer 
in early English three hundred years afterward: 


Uren Fader dhis, art in Fader oure that art in hevg, 


heofnas, 

Sic gehalged dhin noma, 

To cymedh dhin ric, 

Sic dhin uuilla sue is in 
heofnas and in eardho, 

Vren hlaf ofer uuirthe sel vs 
to daeg, 

And forgef us scylda urna, 

Sue uve forgefan sculdgun 
vrum, 

And no inleadh vridk in cost- 
nung al gefrig vrich from ifle. 


I-halgeed be thi nome, 

I-cume thi kinereiche, 

Y-worthe thi wylle also is 
in hevene so be on erthe, 

Our iche-days-bred gif us 
to-day, 

And forgif us oure gultes, 

Also we forgifet oure gul- 
tare, 

And ne led ows nowth into 
fondyngge, Auth ales ows of 
harme, 

So be hit. 


“My Words Shall Not Pass Away” 


by Frank H. Mann 


HEN these words were spoken there was no 

NV Bible as we know it today. There were 

the Old Testament writings, but nothing 
had been written about Jesus by the apostles or 
others. All that was to come later. 

There was no way of making books except by 
laboriously copying them by hand. And _ they 
were few and priceless. There was no printing of 
any kind for hundreds of years to come. 

But Jesus was sure his words would not pass 
away, and he sent his disciples out to teach all na- 
tions. 

And in time the Bible, as we know it, came into 
being—not from the pen of one man, but over 
centuries from the pens and experiences of many 
men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. To- 
day it is the world’s greatest literary and spiritual 
treasure—no longer tediously copied, but literally 
pouring forth from the whirring presses of our 
machine age in all the major languages and hun- 
dreds of dialects and transported by train and ship 
and airplane to all nations. 

The Bible is not the book of the month, nor 
even the book of the century. It is the Book of the 
ages. It is not the Book of a generation or a few 
generations whose actors have passed off of the stage. 
It is the ageless Book of all generations. It has sur- 
vived the changing fortunes of millenniums. 

It is not the Book of the Hebrews, in whose history 
it has its roots; nor yet of the English-speaking peo- 
ples, who, grasping its value, have made it the best- 
known, most widely circulated Book in all the world. 
It belongs to the congested millions of the Orient, to 
the primitive tribes of Africa, to the scattered 
dwellers on a thousand islands, to the hardy spirits 
of the frozen north, to the naked savages of the 
sweltering jungle. 

It has already spoken to men in more than a 
thousand tongues. It has forced the reduction of 
spoken dialects to written languages and has carved 
a path through the illiteracy of backward tribes. It 
may even be read in many languages by the sensitive 
finger-tips of the blind, 

One of the great needs of our Protestant Christian- 
ity is a new and vital emphasis on the Bible and its 
use. Look what has happened to the youth of 
Germany in a single generation! All the old moor- 
ings have been swept away, and the younger genera- 
tion knows only the godless program of the Hitler 
regime. And how was it done? By intensive prop- 
aganda. “Mein Kampf” was substituted for the 
Bible and became the textbook of German youth. 
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The whole course of world history would have been 
different if the Bible had not been replaced but 
merely re-discovered. 

We must be as wise in our generation as these 
promoters of a godless state. “Back to the Bible” 
should be the churches’ battle cry. A return to the 
prayerful study of the Bible can alone protect us 
from subversive influences at work in the world 
against the Christian program. 

It is the source book of our knowledge of Christ; 
it is the church’s only adequate and inspired stand- 
ard of faith and conduct in a changing world. By 
it we must combat the progress of paganism and 
neo-paganism now rampant in the world. Youth 
must be, rooted and grounded in the teachings of 
Jesus and the prophets who went before Him, and 
in the writings of the apostles who came under His 
influence and built up His church. Then will be 
fulfilled the word spoken to the prophet: “So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.” 


“A Better Place to Work” 


IROM an Engineer Sergeant, Ervin C. Suther- 
land, comes this testimony to his experience 
with the Bible which is heart-warming. He writes: 
“It has been my experience that wherever the 
Bible is read each day, there is-a better place to go 
to school, to live or to work. I used to work in a 
small machine shop where the Bible was read every 
morning before work in a short devotional service. 
Having accepted Christ as my Saviour, I really ap- 
preciated that. To me that made the place a better 
place to work. I believe where that is done in 
homes it has even a more distinct effect, though I 
have never lived in such a home. Believe me, if I 
ever have a home of my own, and I hope to, the 
Bible is going to have its place, and it will not be 
on a dusty pedestal either.” 


Pass it on 


What do you do with your copy of the Bible Society 
Record when you have read it? Do you pass it on to 
a neighbor or friend? 
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Ragoli Testaments Arrive in Kenya, East Africa 


Mr. Jefferson W. Ford of the Friends Africa Mission reports on their 
arrival in the following letter 


E thank you most heartily for the shipment 

of Luragoli Testaments which arrived last 

Monday. ‘There have been many asking 

when they would arrive. A number of centers had 

written in to say, “Save us at least 100 of thém.” 
One place asked for 300. 

Before opening the boxes we apportioned as 

many as we could to each center. We felt the 

military: chaplain, who has a large contingency of 


The joy of getting the long-desired Testaments 


our people, should have 100, as frequent requests 
have come from those in service for Bibles. (Oh, that 
we had Bibles to supply their requests!) Then the 
C.M.S. Book Shop wants some. Our people in four 
other centers working away from their homes have 
repeatedly asked for Testaments. We allotted 25, to 
each of these places. Nearby missions have asked 
for some; these are remembered. ‘Then the Mis- 
sion Centers were given their proportion. I under- 
took to take them to each center, that each might 
have equal opportunity according to the size of the 
meeting. At the first place, Vokole, its share of 
Testaments was sold out the first day. 

The next day they were offered at Munzatsé and 
the people asked that those present who had 
cash to pay for them might bring it with their names 
on slips to the clerk’s table. When all the books 
were gone the cash had to be returned to several. 
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At the next place, Lirhanda, when one man saw 
the books, he went home several miles to get the 
money for one. We had finished the meeting and 
started home before he got back. He met us on the 
road and asked with much anxiety if there was a 
book left for him. Fortunately there was. Here at 
Lugulu today an elder from seventeen miles out 
came in on other business and found Testaments 
here. ‘There had not been a public announcement, so 
only a few had been sold. He was delighted that 
he could get five for his group. He said, “Won’t our 
people leap for joy when they see the Word of 
God that I am bringing to them?” 

The packages you mailed have been arriving from 
time to time; these we have tried to put into the 
hands of such elders and teachers as use them con- 
stantly. But we have not limited the distribution 
to those who could buy—only as the limited stock 
held out. 

The enclosed snapshot is of three people who 
came in just as a package of nine Testaments ar- 
rived. When Mrs. Ford saw the delight on their 
faces she said, “Let me get a picture of thatgsmile.” 
Here it is, showing them as they receive their long- 
awaited copies. 

Had the whole 5,000 arrived instead of less than 
1,000, there would probably be a small stock left 
on hand after the first rush. But the supply will 
not meet present requirements. 

In the Bible Training School, where we have Old 
Testament as one subject, we have just finished 
Numbers. Deuteronomy has not yet been put into 
book form. It would be very valuable to help us go 
right on with Old ‘Testament study. So many things 
in daily practice here are so much like Old Testa- 
ment customs that the lessons from these are practi- 
cal to a high degree, almost invaluable. There is, 
however, no difficulty about the problem of -polyg- 
amy often referred to therein, as its attendant evils 
and miseries are too well known to make Old Testa- 
ment references a difficulty. 

We have recently written our Board and Mr. 
Rees on the subject of printing the Luragoli Old 
Testament, and again urged that proofs might be 
prepared and proofreading done on part of it while 
other parts are being prepared. 

Out of a shipment of 5,000, about goo Testa- 
ments were received. It is hoped that a further 
quantity to supply their immediate needs will soon 
reach these earnest Christians. 


Holy Communion and Bible Study 


at a Naval Training Center 


A LETTER received from Senior Chaplain William W. 
Edel, Captain Ch. C., U. S. Navy, at the U. S. 
Naval Training Center, Sampson, New York, brings 
reassuring evidence of the vital interest and reverent 
participation in religious services and Bible study on 
the part of the armed forces of the United States in train- 
ing for overseas service. 

Joining with Protestants all over the world in observ- 
ance of World Communion Sunday, more than 8,000 
Navy men and women knelt at an 800-foot communion 
rail to partake of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, Octo- 
ber 1, in Farragut Unit Drill Hall. It was a Center-wide 
service, strikingly illustrating the bond of Christian fel- 
lowship uniting all Protestant denominations. 

The double communion rail stretched down the middle 
of the great drill hall, with bluejackets and WAVES 
massed in row after row of seats at either side. It was 
an impressive and solemn spectacle as they filed in 
orderly groups to their places alongside the Communion 
rail. Men from all states in the Union and from more 
than a score of nations were ministered to by a group 
of twenty-nine guest civilian clergymen and _ fifteen 
Protestant chaplains attached to the Center. Assisted by 
a score of enlisted men, visiting clergymen of every 
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"U: S. Navy Official Photo 


major branch of the Protestant Church participated in 
the inspiring ceremony. Treasurer Gilbert Darlington 
of the American Bible Society participated in the service. 

The service of prayer and sacred music was led by a 
choir of 500 WAVES and bluejackets. 


Bible Quiz at Naval Training Center 


U. S. Navy Official Photo 
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Rise Up, O Men of God 


turned from Europe was telling a group of 
Detroit businessmen some things that every 
Christian should give heed to and ponder seriously. 

He said that during the height of the robot 
bombing of southern England 14,000 homes were 
destroyed each day for a period of eighty days—that 
is to say, every day during that frightful time the 
equivalent of a city the size of Peoria, Illinois, was 
wiped out. If the bombings had come a little earlier 
the invasion might have been delayed six weeks, six 
months or even longer. That is how serious the 
situation was. 

When France was finally liberated, evidences 
were found of the new V-2 and other secret weapons. 
According to the war correspondent it is now known 
that if mass production of the new robot bomb be- 
comes possible, no city in the world will be safe from 
attack and possible annihilation. What a prospect 
to look forward to, if another world war should ever 
break loose! The aggressor then prepared to strike 
first could almost certainly dominate-the earth. 

In concluding the speaker announced solemnly, 
“This has to be the war to end all wars, if our civili- 

_ zation is to have any chance of survival.” His final 
point was to the effect that the rest of his speech 
should be made by a man of God, that is, by a 
clergyman. 

And why by a man of God? Because in the re- 
demptive power of religion to change men’s atti- 
tudes and transform their lives lies the sole hope for 
a future world of peace and security. 

What are the choices that confront us as we ap- 
proach the day of complete military victory over the 
Axis powers?—There are three: 

First, we could destroy them utterly. We could 
systematically and ruthlessly massacre the entire 
population of Germany and Japan, just as the Nazis 
have so nearly succeeded in eliminating the Euro- 
pean Jews. But this course is abhorrent to any 
thoughtful person. It is utterly against the prin- 
ciples of universal freedom under law, of good will 
and human brotherhood, for which the allied de- 
mocracies are fighting. Were we to choose this first 
alternative, we would then be descending to the 
same brute level as our enemies and we would 
destroy within ourselves the very values which we 
are fighting to preserve. 

Secondly, we could, like Pilate of old, wipe our 
hands of the whole business and do as we did be- 

‘fore—let the world more or less shift for itself. We 
could attempt to avoid all responsibility of any kind 
for the world of tomorrow beyond our own borders. 
In that case, if we were fortunate enough to escape 


A FEW weeks ago a war correspondent just re- 
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the possible ultimate results of our selfishness and 
folly—that is, the complete subjugation of the world, 
including America, by a world dictatorship—we 
would escape that alternative only at the cost of a 
struggle for survival far more cruel and destructive 
than the conflict in which we are now engaged. 

There is a third choice open to Americans, es- 
pecially to us Christians of America. We can ex- 
tend a helping hand to the forces of righteousness 
and rehabilitation still existing amid the ruins 
wrought by the Axis powers in their own lands. We 
can assist in healing the wounds of those afflicted 
in body and spirit. Whatever form such a help 
might take, one thing is certain: It must be based on 
the Christian religion and be rooted firmly in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. What is more, the pro- 
gram must be undertaken in the same spirit of lov- 
ing service which He exemplified. 

That is what our war correspondent meant when 
he said that the rest of his story should be told by 
a man of God. For if our world of tomorrow is to 
be the safe kind of world for our children and grand- 
children to live in, then Jesus Christ must be held 
up so that all men recognize that His is the only 
name under heaven given among men whereby all 
men must be saved. 

What a tremendous undertaking! What a terrific 
responsibility is ours! 

Is it any wonder that the Board of Managers and 
the staff of the American Bible Society are striving 
to arouse enthusiastic support for the expansion of 
its service through the present three-million-dollar 
War Emergency Fund? ‘The Bible has always 
been and will always remain basic to the expansion 
of the Christian church. It is the one essential tool 
of the teacher, preacher and missionary. It speaks 
to the hearts of men when none of these are present. 

Even the current three-million-dollar campaign is 
a trifling thing, a drop in the bucket, when we take 
into consideration the vast world movement toward 
literacy that is rapidly gaining momentum. 

In its entire history the American Bible Society 
has circulated nearly 400 million volumes of Scrip- 
ture. But within the next few years it is believed 
that an equal number of the world’s illiterates will 
be learning to read. 

Perhaps now you can sense the urgency which 
moves the Society to plead for dollars where pennies 
have been given before. 

Cannot we begin to give to the cause of Christ 
what we have been taxed to give for the weapons of 
destruction? 

The time for decision may be short. “Rise up, O 
Men of God!” 
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Bible Distribution in Mexico 


Encouraging reports continue to come in regarding Bible interest and 
distribution in Mexico. Assurances to this effect come from the Agency 
Secretary in Mexico City, Sr. H. T. Marroquin 


T THE annual Book Exposition in Mexico 
City the Bible Society was given desirable 
space for its unique exhibit. The picture of 

the booth reproduced on this page shows the Secre- 


The Bible Society Booth at the Book Exposition, 
Mexico City 


tary of the Agency waiting on a customer while 
other visitors inspect the attractive exhibit of 
Bibles, ‘Testaments, Scripture portions and posters. 

The eleventh Bible Colporteurs’ 
Conference also met in Mexico City 
with a representative attendance of 21 
colporteurs out of a total of 25. The 
veteran member of this group is the 
blind Bible woman, Srita (Miss) Gua- 
adalupe Rosillo (seated at the right 
of Secretary Marroquin), who began 
her work in 1901 and reads and writes 
Spanish Braille. The other Bible 
woman seated at the left of the Secre- 
tary is Mrs. Elena L. de Benito. She 
and her five children are refugees from 
Spain, where Sr. Benito has for thirty 
years been a colporteur of the British 
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and Foreign Bible Society, spending months at a 
time in various prisons under the Franco regime. 
At the time of the Mexico City Conference Mrs. 
Benito had not heard from her husband for eighteen 
months. They had not seen each other since the 
outbreak of the Spanish civil war. 

The interest in the Bible in Mexico and in its 
message of salvation through faith in Jesus as the 
Saviour of the world is rapidly increasing. ‘This 
fact is evident in the eagerness of people every- 
where to secure for themselves a copy of the Book 
of glad tidings. The opportunities for sale and for 
free distribution (to those too poor to buy) of Bibles 
and ‘Testaments exceed the resources and supplies 
of the Mexico Agency, although truckloads of the 
Holy Scriptures, like the one in the smaller center 
picture, arrive from New York frequently. The 
need in Mexico, as everywhere, is greater than the 
American Bible Society has thus far been able to 
fill. 


A truckload of Spanish Bibles and 
Testaments 


Colporteurs’ Conference 
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The Bible Translator’s Task 


by Eugene A. Nida 


Associate Secretary for Versions. 


ce ERONIMO, do your people have any legends 
about the creation of the world?” 

“Oh, yes,’ Geronimo replied to the mis- 
sionary. “We Navahos have stories about every- 
thing.” 

“Good. Then tell me about some of these crea- 
tion stories,’ the missionary asked, and Geronimo 
proceeded to tell how according to an ancient 
legend, the Navahos created the stars. In order to 
plan the proper placement of the stars in the 
heavens the Navahos were spreading out bright 
pebbles on a buckskin and arranging them in beauti- 
ful designs when Coyote, the mythical trickster, 
came up to inquire what was going on. Coyote was 
peeved to think that he had not been consulted 
about such an important task, so in order to frustrate 
the work he seized the buckskin and hurled the 
pebbles into the sky. Some few of the designs re- 
mained as the Navahos had arranged them, but 
most of the pebbles were scattered in great confusion 
throughout the heavens.”— 

“But what has an absurd legend to do with Bible 
translation?” someone may ask. 

Actually much more than one would suspect at 
first. [he Bible translator must do much more than 
simply discover words. He must also discover how 
words are put together. Some people picture the 
translator sitting down and asking the native for 
an equivalent of each word and then putting down 
such words in a more or less mechanical manner. 
‘But such cannot be the case if the translation is to 
be idiomatic. If the translator is to give the Word 
of God to people in their own language and just 
as the natives speak it, he must not only learn the 
words, but also master the grammar and the style 
of the language. To do this best he finds it neces- 
sary to write down hundreds of pages of native 
legends. ‘These stories serve as the basis for the 
dictionary and grammar. 

Many aboriginal languages are quite different 
from anything that most English speakers have ever 
imagined. The Navaho language is certainly no 
exception to this. For example, the stem which 
means “‘to handle a round or bulky object” occurs in 
five different forms. One of these forms means that 
the action is not completed, but thought of as hap- 
pening all at once. Another form implies that the 
action is not completed, but continuing over a 
period of time. A third stem denotes that the ac- 
tion is completed. A fourth stem indicates that the 
action is progressing, and a fifth stem means that 
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the action is repeated. In addition to these stems 
there are several different types of prefix which help 
to convey these differences. Most of the tense-ideas 
of English verbs are quite “foreign” to Navaho. 

Another way in which Navaho differs from Eng- 
lish is that the stems are different, depending upon 
the type of object involved. For example, one stem 
means “to handle a round or bulky object,’ the 
same stem as noted above; but if one wants to say 
that someone is “handling a load or pack,” then an 
entirely different stem must be employed. Still a 
third stem must be used to indicate “handling a 
slender, flexible object.’ A fourth stem means “to 
handle some non-compact matter like wool,” and so 
forth for some nine different stems, each of which 
denotes some different type of matter which is 
handled. 

As though this were not enough, Navaho makes 
still further distinctions in many verbs as to the 
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A Navaho Christian Family 


number of people engaged in an action, For one 
person to sit down is one verb; for two people to 
sit down requires the use of another verb, and for 
three people or more to be seated demands the use 
of still another verb. When in addition to all this 
one notes that Navaho may add to the verb-stem 
various combinations of well over 150 prefixes, re- 
sulting in many thousands of possibilities, then the 
difficulty of language analysis appears. 

With these facts in mind we begin to see why the 
missionary must take down the many legends of the 
people. By this means he can discover not only 
the words, but the grammar of the language and the 
style of expression. His translation can then speak 
the language of the people. 
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Grateful Chaplains 


Service Men in Line 


Dr. Alfred Carpenter, Superintendent of Camp 
Work of the Southern Baptist Convention, wrote: 


I have just received two fine letters from Chaplain 
Solon L. Cole, Hq. 86th Air D.G. 

He is one of our outstanding chaplains and rendering 
a mighty spiritual ministry. He is asking for a “hurry- 
up” order of 300 New Testaments, as he is completely 
out. I am sending this direct to you (as he is overseas) 
and I know you will be glad to forward the New Testa- 
ments. 

Chaplain Cole has probably given away as many 
New Testaments as any other of our Chaplains. He 
knows how to get the men to use the Book. 

Blessings upon you. 


Three hundred New Testaments were sent im- 
mediately to Chaplain Cole. He responded with 
the following V-mail letter: 


Dear Brethren: : 

Thanks so much for the two boxes of Bibles that came 
today. You are so kind to help me. The men in service 
are truly concerned about Spiritual things. Wish you 
could look ‘in with us. I know your heart would rejoice 
also. Yesterday I had seven services—good attendance 
at all; a number of conversions. Had joy of giving some 
Bibles, New Testaments and tracts at each. My men 
are truly reading their Bibles and the Lord is blessing. 
They come in or stop me, ask questions—I feel the 
presence of the Lord with us. Do appreciate your prayers 
and great help. 

Iam O.K.; quite busy. Am in France with my men.— 
I Cor. 15: 57-58. 

- Blessings on your great work. 
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Chaplain Cole distributing New Testaments 


Living a Moment at a Time 


From Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam comes this word 
about his son: 
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I am writing now to send you the statement concern- 
ing my son Philip. He is a Chaplain, with the rank of 
captain, and is with Aviation Engineers. He saw service 
in North Africa, Sicily; went in at Salerno; served back 
of Cassino; and then was with the first group into Anzio. , 
He was wounded slightly but has recovered and is in good 
health now. The statement he made was this: “Every 
man I have buried, except one, has had a New Testament 
or some portion of Scripture on his person. The men 
have carried the Bible into battle.” 

It is of course a very brief statement but does indicate, 
I fancy, the interest the men have in eternal things when 
life is lived but a moment at a time. 


E ffective Hospital Service 


Chaplain E. J. Edwards at the g4th General 
Hospital writes the following letter of appreciation: 


I am happy to inform you that the books you so 
kindly and generously sent us have arrived in the best 
of condition. Already we have placed Bibles in every 
ward in this large hospital within reach of every patient 
who wishes to consult the pages. Moreover, we have 
placed the New Testament in the hands of fully one 
hundred patients—all wounded boys from the battlefields. 

Within two weeks we are to take up the study of the 
book of St. Mark and will find great use for the Gospels 
both for study and distribution. 

Eternity alone will know all the good these books have 
accomplished when given out in the spirit of prayer. 
You are doing a magnificent job. 


Thanks for the Pulpit Bible 


Recently we received the pulpit Bible requested 
in our letter dated May 16, 1944. A week pre- 
viously we had received your pamphlet, “The 
Chaplain and His Use of the Bible,” together with 
the suggested program for the dedication of the 
Bible. . 

On August 6 we held a dedicatory service in our 
chapel, making use in our order of worship of the 
program you sent. 

We wish to express to you our sincere thanks and 
appreciation for this gift. I am sure the men of 
our group join me in wishing God’s blessing and 
continuing aid in your fine work.—Thomas G. 
Hepner, Chaplain 454th Bomb Group 


Increasing Attendance 


Chaplain Ernest Lee Carter of the 24th U.S. Naval 
Construction Battalion writes: 


You will be interested to know that my Bible Class 
on Wednesday evenings has grown from 31 to over 1500. 
The average attendance during the seven sessions study- 
ing the Sermon on the Mount was 1519. There were 
1548 present last week when we had our first lesson on 
the Miracles of Jesus. 
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New Testaments for Prisoners of \War 


HAT prisoners of war are grateful for 
the Scriptures is revealed in the follow- 
ing letters: 


. “I am very grateful to the American Bible 
Society for providing Scriptures for the soldiers. 
It is a great pleasure to be able to put copies 
of the Scriptures into the hands of those who 
are willing to read them. In three and one- 
half weeks at the station hospital here I have 
urged many soldiers to do regular devotional 
reading, and have distributed 280 copies of 
the New Testament and Psalms in English and 
26 in German, besides other Portions and 
booklets to those who have agreed to read them. 

“The day on which I took the New Testa- 
ments to the prisoners of war was a memorable 
one for me. It was my first such visit. I 
hesitated. The interpreter was a prisoner of 
war but he made my visit appreciated by the 
others. I did not have enough Testaments to 
go around, so I returned for more. Every 
Protestant accepted one and was very grateful 
for it. They are reading them. 

“One night when I returned to visit a critical 
patient the German ward-boy stood with me 
by the bedside, and I asked him if he would 
recite in German the words from the 14th chap- 
ter of John. The ward-boy knew a better way. 
He asked to be excused, then returned with one 
of the New Testaments which I had distributed 
earlier in the week. He turned to John 14 and 
read. ‘Then I said: “Turn to Psalm 27.’ He 
turned and read. I asked him if he knew and 
understood from his early years. He said: ‘T 
do.’ I asked the patient if he knew and be- 
lieved. He nodded his head, ‘Yes. I do.’ Then, 
after a simple prayer lisped in English, he 
turned his head upon the pillow and went to 
sleep. The ward-boy said: ‘Did you come here before?’ 

“I told the other Chaplain about my visits. On the 
Sunday following he came to the patients in the after- 
noon and asked if they would like a general Protestant 
service. They greeted the idea with enthusiasm and that 
service was the first that had been held in the prisoner- 
of-war wards of this hospital. 

“We are grateful to you and appreciate the fact that 
from the American Bible Society we are able to obtain 
copies of the New Testament in both our English and 
their German. Thank you.” 

Chaplain James F. Donald, Camp Pickett, Va. 


PON the arrival of German Testaments sent to 
Chaplain Charles Whelchel, he wrote: 
“The day I received them we had two wards full of 
German prisoner patients. Upgn coming into the tent 
I asked them how many would like to receive a New 
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A recent V-mail letter 
Testament. All that could rise up out of their beds 
rosess'.”. 

“T asked them to first read the Gospel of John. The 
next day when I returned I found most of them reading. 
They seemed real anxious to receive them and did read 
them while at the hospital. I believe there is a real 
hunger on the part of many German soldiers to possess 
and read the Bible. 

“I also received the lists of Bible Readings. I think 
they are very fine and will be of interest and help to the 
service men. I find the average man very grateful for all 
the aid he is able to get hold of to help him in the 
reading of the Bible.” 


n sending a contribution a friend of the Society 


wrote: 

“I had a letter from one of the boys and he has written 
that he picked up 30 Bibles from the shore of the island 
they were stationed on. He gave them to the rest of the 
boys, and kept one. The Bibles (New Testaments), 
packed in waterproof wrappings were in perfect shape.” 
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Carr Stifler, Secretary, Bible 
House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 
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Vol. 90 No. 1 


To EDITORS: The Bible So- 
ciety Record invites reprinting of 


its articles in whole or in part. Its 
contents are not copyrighted. 


HE Society welcomes with this 

issue Dr. Henry H. Meyer, some- 
time editor of Sunday School Publi- 
cations of the Methodist Church, and 
recently Dean of the School of Re- 
ligious and Social Work, Boston Uni- 
versity, who will be assisting the 
Secretaries in editorial matters dur- 
ing the absence of Secretary Stifler. 

ee 

RIVATE Dorothy F. Voll, at 

Shaw Field, Sumter, South Caro- 
lina, requesting a number of Scrip- 
ture Bookmarks, wrote: 

“We would appreciate too the sched- 
ules of readings for 194. 

“Surely it would warm your hearts 
if you could walk down the aisle of these 
Barracks along about ten o’clock at 
night and see the girls reading their 
Testaments! 

“We join you in the prayer that many 
will turn to The Book, to re-discover 
the way as it is given to us there.” 

@ @ 
| Fisces Chaplain Cloyce D. Copley 
came this request: | 

“Kindly send me 5,000 of the Thanks- 
giving to Christmas Bible Reading 
leaflet, sample ‘of which you sent me 
the other day. We are mindful of the 
splendid help you give us and continu- 
ally thank God for your splendid sup- 
port. Quite often we have a service 
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Editorial Comment | 


man or woman read the Sunday’s lesson 
from our Pulpit Bible you gave us.” 
e® @ 

HE John Milton Society, 156 

Fifth Avenue, New York 10, which 
publishes Sunday-school Lessons in 
Braille, refers many requests from the 
Blind for the Scriptures in Braille, 
Moon and on Talking Book Records 
to the American Bible Society. 


October Meeting of the Board 


HE sixth stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-ninth year was held at the 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York 22, New York, on 
Thursday, October 5, 1944, at 4:30 


o'clock, President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D. in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were  con- 


ducted by Secretary Robert T. Taylor. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved and their recommendations 
adopted. 

The Board approved of inviting 
representatives of fifty denominations 
to attend the annual meeting of the 
Advisory Council on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 5, and Wednesday, December 6. 

The following consignments to the 
Foreign Agencies were reported: 


May Volumes Value 

Latin America 607,604 $12,965.27 
June 

Latin America 99,926 10,386.14 
July 

Latin America 13,346 3,615.87 

Near East 13,420 2,767.56 

26,766 6,383.43 

August 

Latin America 87,823 15,622.69 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of May were 
1,259,971 volumes; June, 714,203 vol- 
umes; July, 370,399 volumes; and 
August, 1,006,526 volumes. 

The Board adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
for a brief recess and later a dinner 
meeting at 6 o'clock in honor of 
President Daniel Burke and_ the 
newly elected members of the Board. 

Secretary Ritchie of the Upper 
Andes Agency spoke briefly on the 
life and work of the people in his 
territory comprising Ecuador and 
Peru. 

Secretary Robert T. Taylor and 
Associate Secretary Thomas T. Hollo- 
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way of the Southwestern District 
spoke on plans under way for the 
Nationwide Bible Reading from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas. 

Copies of a brochure entitled “A 
Study of War Emergency and Post- 
war Rehabilitation Requirements for 
the Bible” were distributed and a de- 
tailed statement of the requirements 
for the next four years totaling 
$2,932,600 was approved by the 
Board. : 

Secretary North spoke on “Ou 
Coming Challenges,” emphasizing the 
Nationwide Bible Reading Cam- 
paign, the increasing cooperation of 
the three major Bible Societies and 
the amazing developments of literacy 
in many parts of the world, which 
will create an increasing opportunity 
for the Scriptures. 

The meeting was adjourned with 
prayer. 

_@ e@ 

November Board Meeting 


HE seventh stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-ninth year was held at 
the. Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 22, New York, 
on Thursday, November 2, 1944, at 
3:30 o'clock, President Daniel Burke, 
L.L.D. in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were 
ducted by James R. Joy, LL.D. 

The minutes of the sixth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam was 
elected a Life Member and appointed 
to the Committee on Foreign Agen- 
cies. 

It was reported that the Nation- 
wide Bible Reading from Thanks- 
giving to Christmas was receiving a 
remarkable response. 

Rev. George N. Anderson, D.D., 
Missionary of the Tanganyika Mis- 
sion of the Lutheran Augustana 
Synod and Translator of the Gospel 
of St. John in the Ilamba language, 
was introduced to the Board. He ex- 


con- 


- pressed deep appreciation for the aid 


given to translators by the Society. 
The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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Ci, ’ ee ees iia Driven cite toute ese ares suers Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., Iowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
Dallas 1 GREECE TIONG nom n Sones oes aes Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Colorado, New Mexico. e 
San Francisco 2, California—224 McAllister St.........-+.- Wash., Ore., Calif., Nevada, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Alaska, Hawaii. - 


Foreign Agencies 


West Egos ae James Innes, Neptuno 629, 
vana, Cuba. : 

pes H. T. Marroquin, Apartado 1373, 
Mexico City. : 

Caribbean—Rev. Raymond R. Gregory, Bible 
House, Box J, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 

Upper Andes—Mr. John Ritchie, Apartado 448, 
Girén Camana 836, Lima, Peru, ; 

Chile-Bolivia—Mr. D. C. Brackenridge, Casilla 
784, Santiago, Chile. 


La -Plata—Rey. P. Penzotti, Calle Parana 471. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Brazil—Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., Caixa 
454. Rio de Janeiro. 

Bible Lands Agency, North—Mr. F. Lyman 
MacCallum, Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 

Bible Lands Agency, South—Mr. H. Athanas- 
sian, P. O. Box 724, 62 Sharia Ibrahim 
Pasha, Cairo, Egypt. 


Philibpines—Rev. W. H. Fonger, Box 755, Bible 
House, No. 636 Isaac Peral, Manila. 

Thailand (Siam)—Rev. Robert O. Franklin 
(on furlough) 703 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 

China—Rev. J. C. F. Robertson, 54 Hua Hsi Pa, 
Chengtu. 

Japan Bible Society—Mr. T. Tanaka, General 
Secretary, Bible House, 2 Shichome, Ginza, 
Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


l Rev. Hammond I. Peterson, 19 Pine St., Portland 4. 
oA hai chive—bdvard A. Dame, 24 Warren St., Concord. 
Vermont—Rev. Stanley B. Hyde, 189 South Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Massachusetts—Rev. F. K. Singiser, D.D., 41 Bromfield St., Boston 8. 


Connecticut— 


Providence 3. 


278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5. 
Rhode Island—Rev. Selden R. McCurdy, D.D., 144 Westminster St., 


Maryland—Rey. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2. 


“ Official U.S. Army Signal Corps Photo 


BUT he clings tenaciously 
to his New Testament! 


A Chaplain writes from the Southwest Pacific: “A wounded Japanese prisoner had a 
Japanese Testament that he clung to tenaciously for fear that someone would take it away from 
him. I come in contact with a number of wounded prisoners in the hospital and feel that this 
would be a fine opportunity to get the Word to them. They are dumbfounded at the excellent 
treatment they are receiving, so would be in a good frame of mind for the Gospel message.” 


Many prisoners of war place a similar value on comes for more and MORE. The asking for the 
God’s Word! ° year beginning July 1, 1944 is $65,000. Yes, your 
Never in its 128 years of service has the American help is needed, and needed NOW. 
Bible Society done a more Christ like service than 
in supplying the Scriptures to prisoners of war, Please send your contribution today. Or if you 
whether wounded or physically fit. would like the facts of how you can help this great 
Many a hapless man, his mind tortured by fear- work, and receive a good income for yourself or a 
some experience, has kept his mental health and been friend at the same time, send for the booklet A Gift 
led to a new conception of “‘the good life” from read- That Lives, which tells of a plan that has helped 
ing God’s Word. thousands to gratify a lifelong ambition to do good 
Think! More than 440,000 volumes in. 39 lan- for mankind, while receiving a double profit for 
guages have already been distributed, and the cry themselves. 


AN URGENT! SEND THE COUPON Now! 


eee «(INCOME BRE Eee eee 


PSSA =6AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 22, N.Y. 


O Please send me, without obligation, your Booklet No. 62BK entitled 
A Gift That Lives. 


Ol lenclose $...2.000.0.... to provide Testaments for prisoners of war. 
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